
Sermon for the Consecration of Greg Brewer, March 24, 2012 
 

The oil of joy 
Isaiah 61 verses 1-8 

 

This is a day of great rejoicing. We gather for the consecration of Greg Brewer as the Fourth Bishop 

of Central Florida. It is a wonderful day for Greg and Laura Lee and their five sons, and a wonderful 

day for the Diocese of Central Florida. 

 

We rejoice because we believe that Greg is called to this work and eminently well qualified for it. He 

has led large churches and small churches, he has taught in seminary (a rather fine seminary near 

Pittsburgh, I believe), and he has been engaged in the life of the world-wide church at all levels. He is 

a man of prayer, vision, and a pastoral heart, and has a strategic mind. He is a man of the gospel, with 

a love for the lost, and for the Church. He is a preacher and a teacher of the Word of God. But most of 

all, he knows and loves Jesus Christ, and lives in the power of His Spirit. 

 

Being a bishop is a high calling. It is to be one of the chief pastors of the flock of Christ, caring for the 

shepherds and their people under the gracious leadership of the Good Shepherd Himself. It is to, 

“guard the faith, unity and discipline of the Church”. It is to, “celebrate and provide for the 

celebration of the sacraments of the New Covenant.” And it is to, “Ordain priests and deacons and 

join in the ordaining of Bishops” as the Book of Common Prayer informs us (1979 BCP, 517).  

 

All this demands a great deal: being above reproach, sober, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 

gentle and well thought of by outsiders, as 1 Tim 3[:1-7] explains. As a previous Bishop Gregory, 

Gregory the Great (c.540-604), put it in his classic, Book of Pastoral Rule:, “every preacher [and 

presumably every bishop as chief preacher] should give forth a sound more by his deeds than by his 

words, and rather by good living imprint footsteps for [people] to follow...” By God’s grace, I believe 

Greg brings you all of that. 

 

These are challenging times to be a bishop in God’s Church. The Church today faces the challenge of 

how to respond to secularism in both its modern and post-modern forms all this. Greg knows about 

the difficulties presented by secularism from his time in New York. He has seen its deadening effects. 

He knows about the despair of life that can come without God, and he knows the antidote to that 

despair: the gospel of Jesus Christ. 



 

Our lesson from Isaiah 61 brings a message of hope to people caught in despair - the despair of 

poverty, broken-heartedness, and captivity. We hear the lovely promise of, “beauty for ashes, the oil 

of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for a heavy, failing spirit.” Ashes, mourning, fainting 

– these are the signs of sorrow and grief: whereas beauty, joy and garments of praise – these are 

signs of celebration. We are moving from funeral attire to wedding apparel; or in musical terms, for 

Greg’s benefit, from the minor keys to the major keys, from the melancholy chords of the blues to the 

bright and joyful sounds of jazz. 

 

How can this be? Well, Jesus claimed this text as his own when he preached at his home town of 

Nazareth (Luke 4:16-22). He is the anointed one who comes with good news for the poor, the broken-

hearted, and the captive, and what good news we have for them is the good news we got from Him. 

He is the one with the power for the blind to receive their sight, the lame to walk, lepers to be 

cleansed, the deaf to hear, and the dead to be raised up. The poor did indeed have good news 

preached to them by him. (Matt 11:4-6). That is what happens when Jesus is present. The One through 

whom all things were created is the One through whom they will be recreated. I love that quotation 

from Bishop Festo Kivengere of Uganda. When he was asked, “What does God do all day?” He replied 

that, “He spends his whole day mending broken things.” 

 

I want us to think for a moment about the joy that Jesus - the anointed one, the Christ - brings into 

human lives. It was the joy that C.S. Lewis discovered when he first came to faith in Jesus Christ. In 

fact he describes his conversion as being ‘Surprised by Joy.” What a great image. 

 

It reminds me of a family I got to know through the son, whom I met at College. I watched this family 

discovering the joy of the Lord over a number of years. The youngest daughter was first. I think it 

was through a friend who witnessed to her at school and brought her to faith in Christ. My friend 

was the next. The year before he began his physics degree he spent a year at a nuclear research 

institute. He met many high level scientists there who were also serious Christians. And through 

conversations with them and the ministry of a local church, he came to trust Jesus Christ as his Lord 

and Saviour. Next was his older sister. She was at College at the time and heard what had happened 

to her younger sister and brother. Then she noticed that the friends she admired most at college were 

serious about their Christian faith. So she too put her faith in Jesus.  

 



The next step in the story sounds back-to-front, but this is how it happened. Their mother noticed 

what had happened to three of her four children and she invited them to a Billy Graham Crusade (I 

know, they should have invited her, but there it is). She went forward when Billy gave the call and 

remains a disciple of Jesus Christ to this day.  

 

The father was not entirely pleased about all this. His family seemed to be “getting religion”. There 

was a bit too much enthusiasm and joy for his taste. But he had to admit that it was only bringing 

about changes for the better in these loved ones. So he had a thought. He was the principal of a 

school in a very tough neighbourhood. He began to think it would be quite good if some of these 

children became Christians. Now, in England, schools are required to have predominantly Christian 

assemblies, so he decided to invite evangelical preachers to the school. And sure enough, some of the 

children got converted! There were some notable cases of very difficult children having their lives 

turned about by the gospel of Jesus Christ. He was very pleased about that. What he was not so 

pleased about is that his deputy also became a Christian. You could almost feel sorry for the dear man 

- almost, but not quite. Within a few months, he too gave his life to Christ and the joy of the Lord 

came upon him as well. 

 

There is one other daughter in the family. I just heard a year or so back that she too has come 

through to faith in Christ after a serious health scare. It took about 30 years for the conversion of that 

family. But how wonderful to see how it came about, every one was different. God met them where 

they were and brought them home. 

 

It is an amazing story of people finding the joy of the Lord. If you had met them beforehand you 

would have hardly thought that they were in need of such a transformation. All of them were success 

stories by any worldly measure. It was only when the joy of the Lord came to them that their 

previous lives looked strangely lacking in joy. It is also a wonderful story of lives turned outwards. I 

have had the joy of seeing these lives become orientated away from themselves and towards other 

people, especially towards those in need. 

 

I know Greg has a vision for this Diocese of believers with compassionate, charismatic, character. 

Where does that character come from? It comes from an encounter with Jesus Christ, a filling with 

the Holy Spirit, and on-going discipleship in the life of the Church. 

 



We gather here today as those who are hearing words of hope. They are reminders that God desires 

for his creatures to be joyful. He also has the power to bring about transformation, by his word and 

Spirit. We hear again that the message of good news from Christ, the anointed one, as we come to the 

table of Holy Communion, the Eucharist, the thanksgiving to the joy-giver, before we are sent out 

into the world to share this good news in word and deed. 

 

Is there anyone living in the Diocese of Central Florida with a heavy, failing, spirit: struggling with 

poverty, broken heart or captivity of any kind? Is there anyone here today with a ‘heavy, failing 

spirit?’ Anyone who does not know the joy of the Lord? The message from Isaiah the prophet is that 

God knows that you are there and that he doesn’t want to leave you there, and that he has made 

available the power of the Spirit of God to deliver you, and others, from the darkness of this world 

into the light of the world that is to come. He wants us to have life and have it abundantly. The Spirit 

that raised Jesus from the dead is here today and he delights to take all who surrender themselves to 

the arms of God, the nail pierced hands of Jesus, and make them new.  It is Lent, the great season of 

repentance, the time of turning afresh to the Lord, and Easter joy is coming when the celebrations 

can begin in earnest. Do not lose hope. 

 

These are exciting time for the Diocese of Central Florida, as one distinguished bishop steps down 

and a well-loved son of the Diocese is raised up. Every follower of Jesus Christ has a part to play, to 

bring about this compassionate, charismatic, character. The Clergy have a major role in this, of 

course. You have a man here who will pastor you and work with you to lead the mission of God in 

this place. Every lay person also has a vital role: making every Christian home an Embassy of the 

Kingdom of Heaven, and doing all our work, paid or unpaid, for his glory. Every one of us, in our 

different ways, serving the needy for Christ’s sake and sharing our faith as the opportunity arises, 

saying: “Here I am, send me.” (Isa 6:8) 

 

But we must remember that it is a costly call that Greg has responded to here and he will need wide 

support and prayer in order to carry it out. Most of all he will need the empowerment of the Holy 

Spirit, the Lord and giver of life. This is the Spirit of new life, the Spirit of hope, the Spirit of joy that 

will be invoked on Greg Brewer this day. It is the Spirit that Jesus breathed on his disciples of that 

first Easter day (John 20:19-23). 

 



So it is welcome home, Greg and Laura Lee: welcome to this great new calling. May the Spirit equip 

you for all that the Lord has called you to do. And may there indeed be joy where there are tears…; 

‘beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, and the garment of praise for a heavy, failing spirit.’ 


